
Tutorial for obtaining census tract details, courtesy of Nebal 

1. Copy your census track number from your attribute shape file’s attribute table in Qgis. 

 



2. Plug the number into the 2016 Census Profile 

 

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E


3. Select “Geographic code”, paste the census tract number, and search. 

 
4. Click the census tract number link to obtain the detailed table of census information. 

 



5. Click the arrow to the right of “All data” to obtain the drop-down menu of categories. 

 
6. Select “Visible Minority” and then the “submit” tab on the right. 



 
7. As was the case with the Statistics Canada data tables, the choice is yours whether you 

download the entire census profile data for the track, or simply the data displayed as 

“displayed”. 



8. For the purposes of this exercise, let’s choose the data as displayed. 

 
9. Select the CSV format. 

 
10. The csv file contains rich information that detail numbers for different groups and allow for 

comparisons with the province, in this case, Nova Scotia.  



11. To obtain the 2011 number in order to make a comparison, go to National Household Survey  

for 2011. The survey is a rough equivalent to the census profile that allows for comparisons. 

 
12. Select the “Geographic code” tab and, as we did to obtain the 2016 data, paste the census tract 

number into the “Geographic code” box, and search. (NOTE: For the purposes of this tutorial, 

I’m using a different geographic code for the 2011 search because the code used above had 

NULL values for 2011. However, this will work for your search because your census tracts will 

have population counts for 2016 and 2011.)

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E


 

 



13. Click the census tract link. 

 
14. From here, follow the same steps to obtain the csv file.  


